DEMOCRATIC ECONOMIES AND
HOW JOHN J. FITZGERALD OF
NEW YORK WILL LEAD BATTLE

ter of the Philippines. We ought to have
& pavy and am army. of course, but thers
is no sensible reasen why we should
waste our money in strutting up and down
the earth earrying swords and guns and
wearing feathersn In our hats. We are
not soldlers or sallors, but farmers, me-
chanics, and business men.

“The phrase, ‘be prepared for war,’
sounds very patriotic, but |t Is mostly
prof and {al. The manu-
farturers of guns, ammunition, battle
ships and armor plate, together with
their salesmen and lawyers and our army
and naval officers, mre the chief #x-

As Chairman of Commit-
tee on Appropriations
He Will Have Charge
of Issue.

By JAMES B. MOHROW.

Goaing to the mantelpiecs of his plainiy
furnished sitting-room, which he hires by
the monih, Jobn Joseph Fiizgerald point-
ed to a group photegraph of a mother
and her six children

*Thos are the ¥ ungsters,” he sald,
mizing some pride and considerahle af-
fecthori with his smile, “who keep me
busy with the fundamental guoestions of
lire, mre oltimate consumers, and
their appetitas, 1 am glad to sy, couldn’t

They

e improved
In appearance. John Joseph looks
enough like Theodors Roossvelt to be

hia younger and smaller brother, though
his mustache |s redder, his halr is blonder
and thinner, apd his eyes are grayer, but

not ko 14 or mrge. While he lacka
Roosevelt's voral energy and fluency, he
i= & ready man of faming words, and

heard all ayer the land from now

til after the campalgn of 1511

ts will center thelr volees
next year on tarif reform,
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from ene doctor's offise (o another to
be examined and given medicine. 1 sold
newspupers in the streets to earnm money
for a pair of rubb=r boots. When 1 was
eleven years of age 1 was sent to the
Sacred Heart Academy, which was In
the country. The doctors sald I ought
to leave the city and get pure air and
plemty of sunshine. At fourteen I re-
turned to New York and entéred Man-
hattan College, being helped financinlly
by & reiative. Then 1 read law, working
in an cffice at 8 a week and attending
Yectures duily.

*Those who knew me were amazcd,
and amused 1 supposs, when they
heard what | was doing. | might get
along in medicine or in one of the re-
ligious orders of my church, they sald,
but I was timld and clumsy at speech

areas of forestis along the Atlanic coast
that the purity of Lhe waler supply
|tor many towns and cities may be
|stcured. The State of New York, by
{a very large expenditure in the Adiron-
dack Mountains, is paying to safeguard
{Its own water supply. Jamaica Bay is
{being Improved and busineas men In
lNow York City are helping to foot the
bl Elsewhere, however, Washington
is asked for money with which to pay
for all kinds of loeal profecta. 1 think
that when & State or reglon desires
help from the national government it
should be willing to meet a part of
the rxpense—to pay (ta share toward
the thing it wanls and the thing that
will increase fia prosperity. In that
way pressure on the Treasury in Wash-
ington would be substantialy lessened

atter from |

NEW YORK'S AGGRESSIVE DEMOCRAT.

\ ~Oogrright. W01, by Hurrie-Bwing.

valled a skin-
but he REPRESENTATIVE JOHN J. FITZGERALD.
many milllons g = —— T
of dollars by wearled and rasping and would fail in & profemaion where 'and the cost of the work would at the
heret re led | 1aiking was an Important part of bual =ame time he cheapened. ™
sed approprias {pess. [ was admitted to the bar when “Where rhould the big cuts he made
| was (wenty-one years old, peverthe- ' in the money bills of Congressa?™ | In.
ar countrs lrse, and wsoon afterward the rege quired
FECUSIAE | of the State nf New York gave me th “I would hesin with sur military ex-
st CoD- | gogree of bachelnr of laws, rum laude.” penses, The people do not realize that
1 1o be u | our nAvAl establishmeny cost the tremen-

cxclumivel:
m af

' EOVE
cern nll workers T i |

Will Be In Limelight. |
Just mnow it rald = t by |
reason of his position.  Presuma he
wiil deliver & sood many stump specches
in Congress ts pre ie that be wiil
pare his mupply bills to the bone for
political effect, knowing that a Repub-
lican Srnate mark his figures up.

notwithstan in show of disgust and

pe such &

would riake the|

WAy al condi-
tions  reversed Congress Aalways a
chessboard previous (o the solemn of-
Torts of the slectorntes to choose 8 Preal-
dent However, Fitzgerald will mak |
the real economy f== of his party next |
yrar, nn matier what ay mald of his |
motives, and rald, parllamenturian
and Dwmocrs ly understands
his business en studrying gov-
ernment finances b=
ginning at the ver reer
in the House of presentatives, Coming
to Congress at the age of twenty-six, he
discovere!, s h A t the men of |
commanding ir v understiood parfia-
mentary law—that i=, how and when to
Eet things done—and how the money of

the government s obtalned and distrib-
uted. Thus he immediately specialized
In rules and appropriations

"1 remembered something that Fox
rald about his self-tralning in the Hourn
of Commons,'" Fitzgerald told me, walk-
Ing away [rom the manielpiece and the
Eroup photograph and sitling down at
his desk. ""Fox cowned up to speaking
oach night bul two during his first Gve
years In Parllament, and. looking back,
was sorry that he had not spoken every
night. Bo T followed Fox In one reapect,
ai Jeast, and was regarded, 1 know, as a
nulsance. Old members are indulgent
when a new member merely wants o
take the floor and make a speech, but If

| €, 00

| alent

Nailroad Ticker His Caplial,

“What was your cash capital at that up sum of 3000000 in 1510, as against

the =ufficient sum of L0000 In 188

time?” Dewey’'s victory at the battle or Manila
‘I had Just ennugh meoney to buy a!pay, let me add, Is costing the Amori-
return ticket from New York 1o Pough- it people an immense sum of Toney
| keepsie. where the has sxamination #¥ery year In the meantime we are
|was held. 1 kept on working for $3 annually speading SN0 on our army,
a week, but within & v¥edr Thomas F. A% azminat £40000 in 183. Pensions, &
Grady, Sthte senator, took me fnto | o87 charge, amaount to FHS000.000 a year.

n three

the navy, the
ount to FRSR000, 000
ing interont on the war

arms.
-

hi $i0 a month, In

a partpnership

office
while

and paid mr

ittle §

'with a college I got into pnl il 158 Maorsover, we
itles and was active In mevern]l socic- a t e military schoolr at
ties connecied  with  the Cathoelis | West Poln: and Annapelis, and are spend-
Fhurch My voung friends went ta  AE about $E00,00 & year on fortifications.
Hugh MeLaughlin and told him they Army Too Expensive.
wanted 10 send me 1o Unngress. He | “We ik ahbout Europe groaning under
lremembored my father and gave his | the burden of military taxes. If we are
copsent The Foss’ as we all called not doing some groaning ourselves we
him, ruled the politice of Brooklyn  sught 10 begin right off. The gross reve-
for ¥ years. Fie wan a retieent | ppes and the military expenses of Great
man when delegallons came 19 Hritgin, Germany, Prance, and the Unied
*prak A candidate he woull listen ciaiee are not so widely different, even
tell & story. If the delegatlon f,, 00 1he army xnd navy of Great Brit-
ir wuys, they would interpret
y and get his answer. Like sl |8 ars almost three times larger than
leadern in New York lndl"lk! own Hecause Eurnpean countries

|are draining their treasuries and grind-
ing the faces of thelr taxpayers, we must
imitate them, now that we are o werld
power and hawve become (he sole pretec-

he-had workerd his way up
d use of his phyaical streagth.
was an ol man & group af
politicians tramped into the auc-

of the gpolicy of preparation. If
Congresa listened to and followed the
counsel of military experts the Treasury
wipld be empty every day In the rear.
War with them, you undersiand, means
opportunity for herole deeds and per-
sonal advancement. Also, Lthey are nat-
urally proud of their profession., 8o are
lawyers and physiclans. But experts can
be extravagant and visionary. Occasion-
ally they are funny.

“l went down the Chesapeake Bay
once as & member of a committes, Mill-
tary gentlemen had pressed upon Cone
Erees the urgent necessity of bullding and
fortifying an island between Cape Charles
and Cape Henry. There was & shoal,
they mald, that could be pleced out with
cement and masonry. When we gol down
there, however, we discoversd that the
military experta did not knows. whether
the shoal was mud, sand. or rock. But

they had the cost figured out.
— * sald ons of them. ‘that
Great Britaln and England should de-

rlare war on the United States’ The
supposition was rather grotesque, but 1
414 not want to be Impolite and so kept
quist. "They would put an army of 100
M0 men on transporis.’ the expert went
on solemnly to say, ‘and send 1t to Cuba
From Cuba the army would be brought
right Inta Chesapeake Bay and disem-
barked. Then It could march on Wash-
ington and the other citles af the Fast'

Wonid Take s Year to Invade.

“"n the meanwhile, | asked, ‘what
would we be doing? 11 took England
three years (o get 100,000 men info Africa
It would probably take a year or two
to land an wrmy of that size in the
U'nited States by way of Cuba. "Your
hypothetieal Invasion,” T said, ‘is not
particularly impressive.” Nelther was
s island, The appropriation was not
made. Howerer. the proposition may be
living ¥yet. it in pomsible that some Con-
greas in the future will authorize the
building of the island.

"War peems To be an attractive pros-

pect to many  Americans, other than
eoldisrs ang [nterested manufacturers.”
Mr. Fitzgerald =aid in conclusion. ““They
do not stop to think that sven In time
of peare ithe support of our army s
fqual in money to the ¥ gold pro
duction of the whole country, including
Alnskn. last year the mines of the

United States produced I6.000.0W of goid
and about $=,00000 of sliver, not enough
by & considerable margin  to maintain
the navy and pay for our now ships™
“Is ton much money being appropriated
for public buildings™ | asked
“About 0 bulldings have
thorized.
They are hulf for use and hall for monu-
monta] purposes, When one of them Is

been au-

the architecture {hat
for any bul govern-

|
makes
mental
Omne Commitiere in Control
*Would it be better if all the appro-
priations made by the House of Repre-
came from a single commit-

would criticine
them unfit
acegpaney.”

sentatives
tee™" 1 inquired

1 think it woull, The Committes on
Appropriations prepares supply biils for
about Lo 0N It does nothing else
Appropriations for the army, the navy,
the Indians, the FPost-office Department,
the Department of Agriculture, and for
rivers and harbore are prepared by other
eammittees. Primarily, those committieas
were crented 1o consider legislation per-
taining to the warious government de-
partm Ax it s, most of their time
now given to the writing of biils ap-
propridting monos Furthermaore, 1he
Naval Commities, by a perfectly natural
process, has become the representalive
of the navy, the Military Committes the
representative of the army, and =0 on.
1t ssemn to me that all appropriations,
with the exception, perhaps, of those for

ehts

ane committee, which wouid examins the
estimates of the different departments
and write itn biil in a foll understadding
of the reventen of the government and

|the povermment's legitimate needs. Re-

| gpomsibility would then be centralized,
and not scatiered. Mopey, T am sure.
1 Be saved. And all interests, 1

k, would be certnin of fair treatment.
fir weurr ago the tntal , expendl-
tures of the government amounted (o §68, -
| s4ion. Twenty-five vears ago they were
| 5242, &0, 700,

a sum that i» now required
ench year for our army, our navy, snd
wur scheme of coust defenses. Militarism
s a discase of nations. The germ came
aver the ocean after we went 1o war

|with Spain. We have been suffering
financially ever sines. As an everyday
proposition, if A man wern (0 spend a

large purt of his dally wages or Income
for pistols. guns, and bowie knives, the
sherift ultinately would get the residue
of his subsiance. Likewise, there would
be a commission in lunmacy to =it upom
hin case™

Cagyright. 1911, by James B, Mormow)

rivers and harbors, should emanate from |
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outgrown 't cannot be employed 1o Ad-| pg s aver
vantage either for stores or offcen. With-F resks,
out sarving there nre too many bulldings, |

NOW SOUNDS ITS MESSAGE

TO THE BIRDS OF MIGRATION

Great Flocks of Wild Fowl
Begin to Wing Their
Way to Northern
Waters.

Thia Is the time In the year when &
semi-annual miracie I=  taking place.
Only s few of the more favored folk
in the big towns ever have a chance to
observe It for those who witness It must
B0 oul along the rivers, the resdy ponds,
and the thousands of little lakes where
the wild things pause for a few hours
or for & night on their way to the Cana-
dian eouniry. The winged life of the
whole continent in moving with the first
warm daysn. Winter drivea them South
in October and early November and the
sradusl appronch of the sum from the
llne northwand turns their beaks toward
their native !skea In the dim North or
the miliponds and little creeks of the
Middle States and New England,

Men have bheen studying the mystery
of bird flght vinee the days of Leonardo
da Vieel Langley, builder of the first
quesr and minshapen hing of the aero-
plane, had studied bird wings for years,
Lillenthal, who fal] from his gliding
machine in the sarly days of aviation,
was long a student of the curved and
wonderful pinlons of the wild  bird
Chanule, the real father of the neroplane,
marveled at the perfection of the suf-
fened pinions, the slender muscles and
the knife-like edges of the tireless wings
The mechants of the fiying machines

of 191 approxch more clowely the con-
struction of the keel-breasted wild hird
than they do anything else in nature

The mechanism of actual Aying has
heen stripped of some of s mystery
bBut the sclentists have rignally failed
in their efMorts to explain that amaging
inntipct of hird ife that enables the
winged creatures to crons Btates and

continents, inland sras, and eyen oceans

in & flight as unerring a= light. A wild
duck .thnt has spent the winter in some
southern bayoa rises from the warm
waters and with steady wing places the
iong miles of the valley and the Great
Laker country behind him, and out of
the vast wilderness that stretches be-

Some of them are under Wa¥. | tween White Horse Pass and the rocks of

Lahrador he drops Inta his native piace
without faltering, or hesitancy. He
a thousand ponds, a thousand
o
that zht be his own and that of his
rmate, but rome strange sense of jocation
rarriea him steadily toward his own na-
tive pand
Birds on the Move.

Etrazeling lines and Veshaped flocks of
winged things are already beginning to ]
appear high up in the March skies, The
duck hunters op and down the wvalley

are fAnding e birds on the move. The
great fliers are going North, At the four
snd five thousand feet lovel they have
set thelr wings asiant and pointed thelr
stubby beaks toward the Hudson Bay

country. Baohind them a  tremendous

cloud of slower-winged bird life is mak-|

ing lis lelsgrely way northward to the
ficlds mnd orchanrds. the meadows and tha
groves of the wheat and the apple
enuntry. My the time the apple trees be-
gin to bud and burst into clouds of white

blossoma; by the time oak leaves are
as big as the sars of a fox squirrel. by
the duys when the great wheat is tall
enough ta e the ears of & rabbit, the
birds will have made their nests in the
game trees, the same barn lofts, and the

same fence posts as they did last year.

They may have spent the somber dass
nter amid the bright groves of
h, poesibly a thousand miles
1elr own nesting places: but when
mating SeAsIm W

the at hand they
wers already far oan their way north-
ward

Many times the whole subject of bird
migration kas heen explained by orni-
thologists as being due to the appetite of
the feathersd things who meka thase
long flights. There are birds that will
make a detour of a thousand miles In
a three-thousand-mils trip from the
North to the South to linger for a few
days in the rire felds of the Carolinas
Others have been found and noted who
have made apparently aimiess flights,
carrying them many hundreds of miles
out of their way in their passages from
one end of the continent to the other.

The curlew, the crane. and the eatbird
each have their awn little personal con-
cerns to look after in their long trips,
but no amount of stopping here and
there or wandering from their direct
line of fAight can explain by what mys-

where he had hip desk and
the nomination of a eertain
He stood om his feet ex-
-5t. threw back his head,
stz and smald: "If you had
4 here ten years ago demand-

oM

nded

ing

that | do anything, 1 would have
kneched of ¥ou downm and then
Ihrown you into. the street.’ T never met
bhim untll after | was nominated. When| The queer thing=s we u=e in medicine in
I ecalled to pay my respects he quielly | the United Stutes—rellcs, most of them,
remarked that he had expected 0 s8¢ & o our ancient “dispensatories” that
little boy In 'short pants’™™

yet linger in the modern, officlal pharma-
copela—rival the most
edies in benighted China.

We employ all sorts of prod _

“Have the appropriations of Congress.”

> t o
become so large as to be repugnant rem

cockroach, which is useful in affections
of the kidneyn.

Over in England the tincture made
from the red or wood, ant is valued as &
cure for gout as well as rbeumatism; the
potato bug, In extract, i2 used for back
paing and trembling of the llmis, To
h has been cred

are more than §1000,000,000
putting tho figures in
they are more than one
on doilarg aonually. The
wheal ¢rop of 190 was valued at $671.-
and the oats crop at 3354000000
The expenditures of the national gov-
ernment, therefore, are pqual to the sum
af the money oblained for all the oate
and wheat grown in the niited States
The cost of governing the meparate
States and of citles, an enormous out-
lny in Htself, ia not (neluded. The equiv-
of our wheat and outs is being
spent from Washington for pational pur-
poses.  Any man with a business head
on his shoulders can tell If our national
expenses have ETOWN S0 large as to be

i», from greases for olntments to pepsin ex-
tracted from the hog's stomach to help
out our weag digestions. The man who
revels in ham and rgen and tikes a pep-
sin tablet to escape the dire results con-
verts himeelf into & genulne cannibal
But medicine has to go further afield
when It wants a well-known anti-spas-
modic and stimulant m the exhaustion
of typhold fever. It uses a musk that is
exiracted from the glands of the musk
deer. It goes to the whele for the sper-
maoeti employed In numerous ointments:
to the liver of the codfish for the oll 8o
widely and =0 reluctantly swallowed in

another w
thousand m

ited the une of
the familiar ladybug as A cure for tooth-
ache and neuralgia; of the hommet for
sweallings of the eves and the face and of
the bodies of cockroac crushed in al-
eohol, for more throat erysipelas. In
the “chemists’ ™ shops, sometimes, old
bettles ean still be sesn, contailning the
dried bodles of earwige, which were pop-
ular as & pnerve tonie more than 100 years
ago, and of wood lice. which were ad-
niinistered in cases of jnimdice.

Go back another cemtury or two and
ohe nedrs the time when Willlam Penn

Include in his
mont rellable work on the practics of
5 4 in

dangerous
Make the States Spead Money.
*Ome of two things must be done, in
my opinion. We must cut down the
appropriastions of Congress and have
the States do mome of the work now

as L]
Inepensatory.” It is worth more than
$1.000 now, and Penn's own copy is In the
P.

performed by the national government,
or we must find new ways of taxation.
As for myself. 1 belleve In taxing in-
comes. A tax on inheritances hss also
been suggested. It is the habit now-
mdays {0 come to Washington for al-
most everything. Moreover, we are

he attempts to help run the b

Iy ding in new directions,
We are ) i k tmp fopd
and bad meat The lospection of meat
costs $1.000,000 a year. We are spend
ing mnc{munrum

QUEER MEDICINES STILL IN USE SOUND
LIKE INGREDIENTS OF WITCHE'S CAULDRON

lepsy, appears the same old toad still
flourishing In the modern pharmacopeia,
but urged by wiseacre Echroeder as a

cure for dropsy.

“These quecr remedies * explained Prof,
Remington, “are all we have remaining

of the horrible things included in the dis-
penaatory of the anclent days, and they
are stendily being reduced in number and

frequency of use. Medicine has lohg

zince learmned fis lesson of employing the
active principle of the drug administered,

and of using only thoss rubwtances which

Pave, in their essential natures, remedial
«ffects independent of the old horrors
und fables as to character and virtues,

§
a8

L
.
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MYSTERIES OF BIRD MIGRATIONS,

How can the frail wings of the tiny warbler carry it from the
Hudson Bay country to Southern Mexico in a few days?

Where have those birds that are blown on the Tortugas during
Gulf storms flown from?

Why do the wild ducks and geese follow the same aerial high-
ways, vear after year?

Why does the curlew make a single detour in his fall migra-
tion that carries him a thousand miles out of his course?

How can our tiny songhirds keep their sense of direction when
flying at a height of three miles after nightfall?

What causes our birds in the Mississippi Valley to winter as
far south as Venczuela and the Amazon Valley ?

terious sense they are able to set their
course across the misty outlibes of a
cootinent and fiy unerringly from the
bayous of Loulstana to the orchards of
New England and the wild-rice fringed
lakes of Minnesota The little catbird
hardly seems substantia) enough to make
a long flight from Northern Florida to
Southern Maine twice a year. He sum-
mers in the orchards and the groves
away up North, and when the first frosts
set the maples of the North on fire he
seta sall for the rice flelds and the green
groves of the South Atlantic Seaboard
No aviator can set a course better than
this diminutive migrant
Myatery Im Sky Linea.

The wvery word “wild duck™ suggests
to moast foik who have sver lived in the
open a line across the spring sky atl sun-
set There Is always a hint of mystery
In these lines und the dark triangies that
move acroas the red tlots in an April
=ky at dawn or at dusk. The imagina-
tion follows the V-shaped flock Inio the
fogs and mista that lie over the land that
Is beginning to stoam under the rays of
| the sun of spring. The frost is coming
ont of the ground and here and there
along the streams the willows and the
elms have a pals greenness about them
The sye of the wild duck can doubtless
woe on either fAank of his own wwift and
high-fiying squadron a =core, maybe &
hundred, other Nocks that are all moving
in the same direction

Generations of A . countless ganéra-
tions, have give he ragcous-voiced
leader an unerring xensa of direction
He may be moving faster than an ¢x-
press traln, an asropians moving st forty
miles an hour beneath him would seem
to be standing still among the tree Lops,
but somewhere In that misshapen head
of his that wisa old blark duck has a
hereditary sense of direction, Doubtlrsa
the ducks and the gesse that dart across
our honting flelds and over oor care-
fully concealed blinds among the high
weeds by the lake shores have been
moving: North and South as regularly
as clockwork for a few thousand years,

Feels Call of Somth.

A lones duck, but a season old, If Jost
from his companions would never stay In
the Canadinn woods all winter. If reared
along the banks of a New England river
or In the Hodson Hay country or mny-
where else that wild ducks bulld their
neats he would fecl that mysterious In-
stinet tugeing a4t hin wing muscles before
the first flake of snow aifted into the
reeds around hin feeding grounds. The
first gray sky and breath of chill wind
would wake all the Inherited memories
that have etched themselves on  wild

goose hrains and wild duck gangila for
the last ten thousand years. Thers
would be a flurry in the water, a black
object would flap steadily up sbowe the
tree tops and set its course southward,
In a minute it would be dwindliog to &
mere speck on the southern hortzson,
The downy little wild ducks that hide
amdnyg the grass roots along the summer
ponds feel the same pull southward as
the wise old leader who understands
something of decoys, traps, and guns
Great Migration Under Way.

If it were possible for the ornithologist
to get & comprahennive view of the feath-
ered things at this time in the year it
would be easy to sec that a great migra-
tion s taking place. First come the tire-
less, high-Mying sama birds, who reel off
the miles as tape unreels from a stock
tcker. Then follow at the Jower levels,
fluttering from grove to grove, hopping
and running along the warming earth,
the more homely birds who move In &
multicolored cloud of red, blue, bilack,
gray. and scarlet wings. Here and thers
a portion of thix moving column halts,
It has reached its home grounds. Tha
familinr trees and orchards, barns and
| wood lots will again be the scene of their

]

nest bullding and the rearing of a
family.

The greatest of all the migratory birds
of the New World has wvanished. Ten

Fyéars agn the wood pigeon was common
enough n many localities. They wern
still huilding their nests In the depths
of the woods and rearing a large brood.
In Irving's day the wood pigeon, or pas-
senger pigeon. was the most siriking
ecxumple of bird life In America. They
flew in such clouds as 1o darken the sun.
Great clouds of them whirred and called
aver the Mississippl Valley, They mi-
grated in communities of millions, but
now it s doubtful if a =ingle bird of all
the hiilions that were once in the United
Stater can be found. A large reward has
been offcred for the capture alive of o
single pair of the once numercus “‘ecto-
pistes migratores.” The gquest for food
sxplains much of the wandering done Uy
thi= remarkable but now extinct bird

There are about Afty-one species of mi-
gratory birds in the duck family alone
in the New World These ffty species
make up the greater part of the migra-
tory squadrons that =all overhead every
yvear in the spring and the fall. There
are others, however, who help to form
the grand army of semiannual flers.
Great and small. fast and alow, from
the tiny humming bird to the glant sand
hill crane they all feel the same mysteri-
ous impulse when the frost comes or
when the sun crosses the egquinoctial
line,

There are In Washington, and probably
in every other city, for that matter, dilap-
dated-looking old houses, standing among
elegmnt and modern bulidings, marring
the apprarance of the surroundings by
thelr unsightliness. Tenantless, with win-
dows broken and cracked doors and shut-
ters, madly in need of paini, with grass
growing between the crevices of the front
pathway and steps, with the plaster
peeling off In stripsa and patches, these
houses seem wa much out of place as a
pauper in the midst of an assembly of
socisty petple.

There are often strange stories connect=
ed with such houses—tales of “spooks”
holding high carnival at night in the
rooms and driving the tenants away in
fear and trembling. Ewvery resident of
this city can recall such houses. The
story of thelr existence In the midst of
a thriving nelghborhood is probably a
prosale one, based fundamentally on the
fact that the price asked by the landlord
for the property Is too high. But the
popular mind will not be satisfed with
prosalc fact, and “ghosta™ and “hob-
gobblina’” are brought in to jend their
ald In accounting for the presence of the
foriorn structure.

How Report Spreads,

To acoount for the origin of these tales
of haunted houses ls sometimes (mpossi-
bie. There is a rumor current among the
Juveniies of a certain nelghborhood that
moch n house is tenanted by “ghosta™ and
the younguters take a fearful Jelight in

night have made the time propitious, to
ko up the front steps and peer in at the
windows and ring the bell, or inanugurate
a gamo of follow-the-iender in the tangled
and weed-coversd back garden. Such ex-
clting proceedings nrs wsually terminated
Ly an alarm given by one of the party. Im-
mediately, each youthful member, feeling
vividly that a ghost ls after him, makes
n precipitate rush, and ths investiguting

GHOSTLY TENANTS HAUNT |
OLD WASHINGTON HOUSES

daring one another, when the shades of |

entrance, listening  attentively. Sure
enotigh, a distinet mpping was heard
ns though at one of the upper windows,
Thin was enough. The urchins took the
steps in a bound, and never stoppod rune
ing untll they were at a considarabild
distance from the house of terroe

It was afterwird ascertilned that the
Ehostly tapping was caused by the
branch of a tree which crossed ome of
the windows, and, moved by the wind,
beat aguinsy the glass,

Some “Real” Ghoats.

This experience and its subsequent ex-
pianation is probably the counterpart of
rmny others, though in some cases the
txplanation is unfortunately left out It
would, indeed, be difleult to furnish an
explanation of the facts as narrated in
sime [nstances, as thess are so ex-
traordinary as to stagger credullty.
Whether to impute such narrations to a
cdreased Imagination, a Irve to astonish
and eonfound the hesarer, or an abso-
lutely truthful recital of actual oecur-
rences withessed., ia sometimes a puz-
sling matter. There are, unquestionably,
people living In this city who have to
the best of their bellef lived In haunted
houses, in which they are convinced they
witnessed the most artounding and un-
sceountahie phenomena,

To recall an instance in point, the nar-
rator of which was of unguestionabla
veracity. A certain house in the city wag
rented by s married couple. A stalr-
case in this house was very dark and
steep, and It was rumorsd that the wifn
of the landlord, who had previously ten-
|anted the place, had fallen down these
! stalrs and wans Instantly killed. Both the
||en|trmun and his wife heard what they
| deseribedd to be groans, as of a human
bring In extreme agony, coming apparent-
Iy from the foot of the dark stalrcase,
and continuing at intervals during the
night. They were, up to that tUme, un-
ncquainted with the tragic event which
had happened In the bouse. The landlo
called in person. one day. to collect the
first month’'s rent. On that
during the course of & pleasant
tion on different topics, & round remo
ed through the room as threuh
had fallen from the top to the
of the stairs, which opened
spartment, and near the Toot
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